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A. EVENT SUMMARY  

Location: Clarendon Hills, Illinois 
Date: May 11, 2022 
Time: 08:16 central daylight time (CDT)  
Vehicle 1: 2004 International Truck (Del’s Moving Inc.)  
Vehicle 2: METRA commuter train #1242 

B. SECURITY CAMERA AND ONBOARD VIDEO RECORDER SPECIALIST 

Specialist: Sean Payne 
 National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 
 Washington, DC 

C. DETAILS OF THE INVESTIGATION 

The NTSB Vehicle Recorder Division received one onboard, forward-facing 
video file from the METRA commuter train #1242 and one security camera file from a 
security camera system that captured the accident.  

A video group was convened on September 13, 2022, at the Vehicle Recorder 
Division Laboratory in Washington, D.C. The group consisted of the following 
members: 

 
Chairman   Sean Payne 
    Sr. Engineer/Investigator 
    National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) 
 
Member   Sheldon Russell 
    Project Manager 
    NTSB 
 
Member   Eric Gregson 
    Highway Accident Investigator 
    NTSB 

1.0 Security Camera and Onboard Video Recorder Recording Description 

No details were obtained as to the make and model of the security camera 
system or the train’s onboard video system. An electronic file from each recorder was 
submitted to the NTSB Vehicle Recorder Laboratory for processing and 
documentation. 
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1.1 Time Correlation 

Both video recordings were recorded in CDT. The onboard video recording 
from METRA train #1242 was determined to be the authoritative time. The times of 
the security camera video recording were adjusted and aligned based on the point 
when the train came to the final stop after the collision at 08:16:38. As a result, 8 
hours, 14 minutes and 47.07 seconds were added to the start of the security camera 
video recording. 

D. SUMMARY OF THE EVENT 

SECURITY CAMERA RECORDING 
 
At the start of the recording, the crossing gates were down at the closed 

position, and a train (non-accident train) was crossing to the west on track 1. The 
accident truck (hereinafter referred as the truck) was at the stop sign at the 
intersection of South Prospect and Ann Street. There were two vehicles ahead of the 
truck that were stopped short of the closed crossing gate. The first car is hereinafter 
referred to as the first car and the second car is hereinafter referred to as the second 
car.  

 
8:14:54.34 – The westbound train on track 1 cleared the crossing intersection. 
 
8:15:00.20 – The crossing gates started coming up.  

 
8:15:08.16 – The first car in line at the gate began moving across the crossing. The 
gates were not quite fully up, the red crossing lights were still flashing. 

 
8:15:08.97 – A white pickup truck that was stopped at the intersection of Ann Street 
and South Prospect began moving forward and began to pull ahead of the accident 
truck. The white pickup truck pulled out briskly in front of the accident truck.  
 
8:15:11.07– The crossing gates finished coming up and the lights at the crossing 
signal extinguished. 
 
8:15:11.07 – The brake lights of the accident truck illuminated briefly due to the white 
pickup truck crossing in front. Shortly thereafter, the brake lights on the accident 
truck extinguished and the accident truck began moving forward toward the 
crossing. Traffic was crossing across the crossing in both directions on N. and S. 
Prospect Ave.  
 
8:15:12.37 – The first car had cleared the crossing and began a left turn across N. 
Prospect Ave. 
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8:15:13.97 – The white pickup truck (ahead of the accident truck) entered the 
crossing. The accident truck flowed with traffic and followed the pickup truck across 
the crossing. 

 
8:15:20.80 – The accident truck entered the crossing. There was no other traffic north 
of the crossing (both the first car and the second car had turned left and cleared off of 
N. Prospect Ave).  

 
8:15:22.47 – The accident truck, as it was on the crossing, shook slightly (The front 
axle of the accident truck had contacted the butt joint).  

 
8:15:24.50 – The accident truck lurched forward across the butt join and forward 
motion ceased. At this time, when the forward motion ceased, the accident truck’s 
brake lights were not illuminated.  

 
8:15:25.64 – The brake lights illuminated on the accident truck. Traffic behind the 
accident truck slowed and a queue formed behind the accident truck (which was now 
stopped on the tracks). 

 
In the next moments, traffic appeared to clear on N. Prospect Ave (including the white 
pickup truck) ahead of the accident truck which was still stationary at the crossing.  

 
8:15:29.73 – The accident truck rolled back, the brake lights on the accident truck 
were still illuminated. The roll back stopped shortly thereafter. There was a black 
sedan directly behind the accident truck. The black sedan was stopped and in very 
close proximity to the accident truck’s rear end. 

 
8:15:34.50 – The brake lights on the accident truck extinguished. The accident truck 
was still stopped on the crossing.  

 
8:15:35.47 – The white pickup truck ahead of the crossing turned left and cleared off 
of N. Prospect Ave.  

 
8:15:35.90 – The flashers on the accident truck began flashing. The truck was no 
longer rolling backward. 

 
8:15:36.40 – The crossing lights illuminated, and the crossing gates began to come 
down.  

 
8:15:44.64 – The lowering crossing arm near track 1 struck the top of the accident 
truck and stopped coming down.  
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8:15:48.07 – The black sedan, which was directly behind the accident truck, began an 
escape maneuver from behind the truck. The black sedan proceeded to leave the 
area quickly. 

 
8:15:51.07 – The black sedan had cleared out from behind the accident truck and the 
space behind the accident truck was clear.  
 
8:15:55 – The train’s horn activated. (This was taken from the Onboard Video 
Summary below) 
 
8:15:57 – The driver’s side door of the accident truck opened, and the driver began 
exiting the accident truck.  

 
8:16:03.73 – The driver of the accident truck began walking away from the accident 
truck (toward S. Prospect Ave).  

 
8:16:05.07 – Two individuals exited from the passenger side of the accident truck and 
began walking roughly in the direction of S. Prospect Ave. 

 
8:16:11 – The accident train struck the accident truck on track 3. The accident truck 
was thrown briskly to the right (eastward) in a pivot motion.  

 
8:16:11.37 – The front right corner of the accident truck struck the crossing arm in the 
vicinity of track 1.  

 
8:16:11.57 – The front right corner of the accident truck struck the passenger crossing 
arm in the vicinity of track 1.  

 
8:16:11.70 – The rear left corner of the accident truck struck the right side of the 
accident train (lead train car). The truck’s cargo area started deforming, the accident 
train appeared to be lifted slightly.  

 
In the next frames, the lead car of the accident train appeared to start pulling the 
accident truck wreckage eastward along track 1.  

 
8:16:12.14 – Visible flame erupted from the right front of the accident truck.  
 
8:16:13.57 – The accident train continued to pull the accident truck eastward along 
track 1. The accident truck was no longer visible in the video image, flames were 
visible in this area.  

 
8:16:19.90 – The accident train cleared the crossing eastward.  
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8:16:27.24 – The remaining crossing gates began lifting, the remaining crossing lights 
were still illuminated.  

 
8:16:36.90 – The crossing gates finished coming up. The remaining crossing lights 
were still illuminated. Traffic began crossing in both directions on Prospect Ave. The 
remaining crossing lights were still illuminated.  
 
8:16:38 – The accident train stopped moving. 

 
8:16:58.07 – An emergency vehicle with emergency lights illuminated was visible in 
the distance traveling south bound on N. Prospect Ave toward the accident site. 
Bystanders stopped their cars, and some began exiting their vehicles. Some traffic 
was still moving on S. prospect Ave in the southerly direction.  

 
8:17:27.57 – The emergency vehicle arrived on scene in the vicinity of S. Prospect Ave 
and Ann Street.  

 
8:20:37.07 – A fire truck arrived at the scene.  

 
The recording ended sometime thereafter. Nothing else pertinent to the accident 
investigation was noted. 
 
ONBOARD VIDEO RECORDING 
 
The video began at 08:14:59. The train’s bell was activated as it passed near a 
passenger platform. The bell was shortly thereafter deactivated as the train passed 
away from the platform. At 8:15:37, the train passed another train on track 1 in the 
opposite direction.  

 
Around 8:15:42, the train entered a left bend near the accident site.  

 
At 8:15:55, the train’s horn activated as the accident truck became visible. 
Somewhere in this time, the bell also activated. 

 
At 8:16:11, impact occurred. The camera was jostled, and the point of view of the 
camera indicated the train had moved somewhat laterally to the right.  

 
The train approached a platform as it slowed post impact. Passengers were visible 
running away from the train and off the platform. 

 
At 8:16:38, the train came to a stop, there was nothing else remarkable about the 
recording. The bell was deactivated. 

 
The recording ended at 08:18:00. 
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Submitted by: 
 

Sean Payne 
Sr. Engineer/Investigator 
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